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Dear co-founders of social change,
 
Our newsletters are a viewport into the latest updates from the community - highlights from ACT, stories of our social
entrepreneurs, sector insights and collaboration opportunities.
 
This newsletter is by and for the ACT Collective so we hope that you enjoy reading!

What’s New

We're on the road to changing the game for women at the workplace, the startup way! 

 

The Women in India’s Startup Ecosystem Report (WISER) - a collaboration
between ACT For Women & The Udaiti Foundation - aims to empower the startup
ecosystem to change the status quo on women's workforce participation in India.

Participating startups will be able to unlock customised insights &
recommendations, platforms for peer collaboration and curated resources for
optimisation & implementation.

Help us scale this initiative by asking startup founders in your network to
take this 10 minute survey before 17th March!

ACT kicks off Tech Advisors For Social Change 2.0
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This year will see a diverse group of 9 social enterprises, in and outside of our
portfolio, collaborate with a resident tech advisor as well as multiple visiting
advisors who'll share their expertise across the board for specific use cases.

We’re excited for the 2nd cohort to deep dive into their 12 week engagement and
hope to build this program into a thriving community that takes ACTion!

Know more here!

ACT For Education grantee Rocket Learning wins the $3,00,000 Elevate Prize 2023! 

So proud of Rocket Learning for receiving such prestigious recognition! 

They're one of 12 global winners and have been recognised for leveraging
technology to catalyse early childhood education, using research backed
pedagogy that focuses on cognitive development as well as literacy and
numeracy.

Watch the video here.

ACT Implementers Network catalyses a collaboration between Medprime Technologies and Mahan Trust 

The ACT Implementers Network aims to match the tech needs of social
enterprises working among underserved communities with ACT supported
innovations and launch pilot projects that can address identified need gaps.

As a part of this network, Mahan Trust - an NGO serving the healthcare needs of
tribal communities in Melghat - will be able to leverage the digital microscopy
solution by ACT For Health grantee Medprime to strengthen the use case for tele-
pathology in low-resourced areas.

Know more here.

Niramai, from the ACT For Health portfolio, in spotlight on the Forbes 30 Under 30 List 

Dr. Siva Teja Kakileti, Principal Scientist & Director at Niramai, has been featured
on the Forbes 30 Under 30 list for 2023 and we couldn't be prouder!

A founding member of the team who leads machine learning, he is credited as a
co-inventor of 24 patents and for playing a key role in the IP creation for Niramai.

Learn more about Niramai's breast cancer screening solution here.

Entrepreneur Speak: VOPA 

"Nurturing educators who shape the values and minds of generations would serve
as a sustainable model for creating larger social change.”

Know more about ACT For Education grantee VOPA's journey, through the eyes
of its co-founder Prafulla Shashikant, and learn how their ed-tech solution is
enabling grade 1 to 10 students learn at home using contextualised content
created by local teachers!

Read the article here.

In Spotlight: Zero Circle
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“In the next three years, we’re looking to reduce anywhere between 2500 to 3,000
tonnes of plastic annually.”

Zero Circle, from the ACT For Environment portfolio, extracts dried biomass from
seaweed and uses proprietary processes to make seaweed resins, which can be
used to create flexible films as an alternative to plastic packaging.

Fully home-compostable and marine-degradable, their solution also offers
additional revenue opportunities for seaweed farmers!

Know more about Neha Jain's journey in this article by The Better India.

Industry Insights

"Setting goals around gender diversity shows that the founder takes the agenda
seriously and it becomes a priority - not just at an organisational level but across
teams as well." 

Watch Aakanksha Gulati, Director - ACT, speak to CNBC about startups
presenting a tremendous opportunity to address the workforce gender gap for
India.

Watch the conversation here.

"Climate change investment into innovation and entrepreneurship is ramping up -
such investment needs to shift to more patient capital to support a larger set of
entrepreneurs, not only for innovations but also for mainstreaming known
solutions."

Know more in this insightful article by Sameer Shisodia, CEO - Rainmatter
Foundation.

Let's ACT

Zero Circle is hiring for a Head - Research & Development!

The role will drive technology strategy, translate innovation into superior products for current
as well as future-ready demand and set the vision for developing & deploying technology to
create product breakthroughs.

If you know someone with 15 years of relevant experience, please ask them to reach
out to the Zero Circle team here. 

Top Parent is looking for a Head - Fundraising & Partnerships!

The role will be responsible for developing the organisation's resource mobilisation strategy
and building a diverse network of corporates, philanthropists and foundations to scale Top
Parent's ed-tech solution.

If you know someone with 8 years of relevant experience, please ask them to reach out
to the Top Parent team here. 

Message sent by ACT Grants at 101, Yashila 1/1, 1st main, 8th Block, Koramangala VI BK SO, Bangalore South, Bangalore, Karnataka, India.
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